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1 Language Information

Source: Lukas (1937)

Glottlog: http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/cent2050
ISO-identifier: knc

Speakers:

Location: Cameroon, Chad, Niger, Nigeria, Sudan

Geneology: Saharan > Western Saharan > Kanuri-Kanembu > Kanuric > Central
Kanuri

2 Nominal Morphology

There is a plural suffix -@ that marks plurality.

3 Verbal Morphology

The verb agrees with the subject in person and number.

4 Conjunction

The coordinating conjunctions in Kanuri are the following - ...-a...-a ’and’, ...-so...-so

)

and’,

...-n...-n ’and, as well’ (equals the ablative suffix that means ’in, on, by means

of, with’), ...-yé...-yé ’as well...as, and’, dugd 'but’, yayé ’but’, amma 'but’.

(1)

ad fand3dskona, dug6 agd laga mbauzona
?

"Yes I have found it, but something is missing. [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]


http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/cent2050

(2) fart3 shi zauro tdlamga momkidran kdzona; yayé cinzdro lizdmga yikkiyeiya
?

nasha ragyénaro tigdnzaga sawarnyén

"The horse greatly surpasses the tongue in size; nevertheless, if we put a bit
into its mouth, we can guide it wherever we like’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]

(3) biska divi, amma k{itd ngalwo
?
"Yesterday it was bad, but today it is better. [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]
(4) kwa-a kamu-a
?
’the man and the wife’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 145]
(5) maitd jilja-a lardea botogonzave-aro korigs satona
?
“The king waged war on the tribes and the countries near him. [Lukas, 1937,
p. 145]
(6) kultm at3-a kuliim maiyé wiro 'roné’ s shinatd-a zauro savan
?
"This ring and the ring which the king had given to me with the words ’keep
it’ are very similar’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 145]

(7) shi-a cari laga-a kela fokkada
?

5

"He and an old man met (he met an old man). [Lukas, 1937, p. 145]
(8) wu-a savanyi-a kattadé

?

'I met my friend (I and my friend met).” [Lukas, 1937, p. 145]
(9) suronzaro argdm-so nji-so fizagairo tomagada

?

"They wanted to pour corn and water into them. [Lukas, 1937, p. 146]

(10) hogum yandoé-so avando-sovega gaigo!
?

"Follow the judgment of your mother and father!” [Lukas, 1937, p. 146]

(11) suro fato borive-so kil kaskave-so kauve-son karga
?

‘It dwells in deserted compounds, hollows of trees, and rocks. [Lukas, 1937,
p. 146]



(12) karéts Borndn gavaga-so glrsu-so wuli-solan lovaya tadin
?

‘In former times trade was done in Bornu with strips of cotton-cloth, dollars,
and cowrie-shells. [Lukas, 1937, p. 146]

(13) sandiga shin muskonro gaigo
?

’Obey them implicitly (with foot and hand). [Lukas, 1937, p. 146]

(14) njimnzave cinnaye kori yé z3gdso yé
?

"The entrance of their huts is low and narrow. [Lukas, 1937, p. 146]

(15) agd shauwa kagdnzaro ngdla go yé butu go yé
?

‘Beautiful things which are better and cheaper than theirs’ [Lukas, 1937,
p. 146]

(16) at3 zauro andi &m Borndvero arzdgi kura yé hérnzd yé andiro ngdvu
")

“This is very lucky for us Bornu people and of great benefit to us’ [Lukas, 1937,
p. 146]

(17) sandiye zauro shiga zagana yé aviso kalkalro sadin yé
2

"They obeyed him very well and were doing everything correctly. [Lukas,
1937, p. 146]

5 Disjunction

Disjunction is expressed by biya 'or’,du ’or’,rd 'or’.

(18) lards Kotgoo-soven biya Bagarmi-soven
?

’in the country of the Kotoko or the Bagirmi’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]

(19) shiga Hérwa au Yérwalan bégogada

?

’they called it (i.e. the place) Herwa or Yerwa’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]
(20) mea-gai du mearo sorgana-gai

?

"about 100 or about more than 100’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]
(21) shéi koji ra katturo tAmbuskin

?

I taste whether the tea is sweet or bitter’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]



(22) kam at3 tamoz3dna ra tamoz3nyi?
2

’Is this man dead or not?’ [Lukas, 1937, p. 144]

6 Postpositions

Kanuri has postpositions and one preposition as well.
1. dugo ’after’
2. goanya except’
3. nankaro’on account of’
4. -gai’like, about, for instance’
5. burgon 'before’
6. ngurd/ngurdn 'there, there at distance, there [invisible], up there, down there’
7. kajiya except’

8. sai’except, only’ (preposition)
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