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1 Language Information

« Source: Hoffmann (1963)

« Glottlog: http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/marg1265
« ISO-identifier: mrt

« Speakers:

» Location: Nigeria

« Geneology: Afro-Asiatic > Chadic > Biu-Mandara > North Biu-Mandara > Margi-
Mandara-Morfu > Bura-Marghi> Marghic > Marghi Central

2 Nominal Morphology

Plurality is expressed by the suffix -’yar. The plural form of some nouns has a different
stem that the singular form.

3 Verbal Morphology

The verb can inflect for three numbers - singular, dual (only in first person), and plural
(there is a distinction between inclusive and exclusive in first person).

4 Conjunction

The coordinative conjunctions found in Margi are dga ’and, also, with’ (it is used
between words, phrases, and subordinate clauses), kdkd ’and, also’, badd ’and, and
also, also, too’, tsi (yé)/ tsi (yé) also, too, and’ (it occurs after the word, phrase or

\\\\\

’but’, and ya 'but’.


http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/marg1265

(10)

(11)

nanda sal aga mala

?

‘they were husband and wife’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

ni ayi ga li Bd3li. aga niyu (or bada niyuy)

?

I want to go to Dille. And I too. [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

dol d3gal aga dzdgam kakamtd na

?

‘that very large and deep river’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

d3 kabdalyar gyap aga 13fd ga far sdr bds viyar na al jvi

?

’then both the lame and the blind man took those ogres home’ [Hoffmann,
1963, p. 261]

satd d3 ptdl kaka mji gdnda ga nar tir dlsmbwady aga kanga...

?

"when the chief and his people heard the sound of the dl.-drum and the k.-
drum.., [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

mafa monagy kaka jiri
?

’a good and true servant’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

na’y ayi ga li Bd3li. kaka niyu

?

"We want to go to Dille. And I too. [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

d3 nda ga li akwa ga fa karir mtdyar na ga fa kaka kum

?

’So they went in to take the goods of the ogres and to take also the meat’
[Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

...tada wayar y dvar tsa kanga bada dldmbwaddyar na

?

... who (pl.) is beating the k.-drum and the dl.-drum. [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]
dzar aga tladlam aga kwakyirmba aga mcady bada mtdfg

?

’a dz.-loin-cloth and a tl.-leather belt and an armlet and a mc.-mat and also a
mt.-mat. [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

mafa dumi bada batal
?

’a wicked and slothful servant’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]



(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

d3 ddnya nkwa na ga mbar kua ga tsia, pkwa na tst ga "y dmpta

?

“Then the girl’s father caught a goat and killed (it), and the girl ground flour’
[Hoffmann, 1963, p. 261]

jan d3 sal na ga d ar wu ga na many aga ddny,... D3 pkwa ga d ar wu ga na
?

mdny aga ddny tsu...

’So the man climbed on the tree to call his mother and his father... Then the
girl climbed on the tree to call her mother and her father, too... [Hoffmann,
1963, p. 261]

ara mdnyi mala muts na tsu wamal(a) 4’1 ar psaraja bada hyiraja dadsgal
2

kakamtu tsi yé

’And his mother, that witch, had an (old) knife at her waist, and her teeth
(were) very large, too. [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 262]

ni tsu yé = ni tsi yé

?

'Ltoo’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 262]

jan d3 sal na ga d ar wu ga na many aga dény, ama nanda nda nar mai
?

’And the man climbed on the tree to call his mother and his father, but they
did not hear’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 263]

momuy a’i, ama a’i butu mai

?

"There is honey, but (it) is not cheap.” [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 263]

‘?

mai

’I sent somebody to you, you should come in the morning, but you are too late,
so there is no more food. [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 263]

anar yg s 3var tsukwa s u vir'i, ni yé kdrsd yu m i ska hya, mamp3ldnu

?

ambar bzdr ku gdya...

‘T heard something touching something in the night, but I was too late; before
I got up, the hyena had caught my kid... [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 263]



5 Disjunction

Disjunction is marked by ndaga ’or’ (used only in questions) and kwd/ko.

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

kd 1) dd g ayi nddga kd ra?

?

’do you want this one or this one?” [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 97]

dmcka skwarndaga ntom d3fg?

?

"the soup-pot or the mush-pot?” [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 98]

ahar d j 2’1 ra? k y amai ali Bd3li nddga k y asha ra?

?

"What shall I do? Shall I go to Dille or shall I leave it?” [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 98]
mi 1) d3 g ayq k y anay ra? tla nddga muzha ra?

?

"What do you want me to give you? A cow or a muzha-spice?” [Hoffmann,
1963, p. 98]

Dz3ma ké Sébdu

?

"Friday or Saturday’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 262]

tadanya bzdr ara d3lba tla kwa ka

?

’the boy’s father will buy a cow or a goat’ [Hoffmann, 1963, p. 262]

6 Prepositions

Here is a list with some of the prepositions in Margi.

1.

2.

a-’in, at’

dga ’with, and’

ds ’with’ (instrumental)

ant ’to, for’

ar/ar ’on, at, in, to, from’

dra’in possession of, with, from, because of, for, against’

ba/ ha(r)/k3l 'until’
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