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1 Language Information

Source: Thomas (1963)

Glottlog: http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/ngbal284
ISO-identifier: nbm

Speakers:

Location: Central African Republic, Congo

Geneology: Atlantic-Congo > Volta-Congo > North Volta-Congo > Cameroun-
Ubangian > Ubangi > Sere-Ngbaka-Mba > Ngbaka-Mba > Mundu-Baka > West-
ern Mundu-Baka > River Western Mundu-Baka > Bwaka > Ngbaka Ma’bo

2 Nominal Morphology

The pronouns have a singular, a dual, and a plural form. The nouns have a plural

suffix.

3 Verbal Morphology

?

4 Conjunction

The particle t¢ "with’ is used in the case of nominal coordination.

(1)

(2)

to t¢  wa-gba" 76

T6 with villages the

"T6 and the villages. [Thomas, 1963, p. 198]
7¢luma 76té wolose-kéne" kpaake

Eluma them-with woman-his one

’Eluma and his only wife’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 198]


http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/ngba1284

3) o t¢ ma
you with I
You and I’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 198]

(4) béno®, ngod®, 76té bélg
dog hen them-with goat
’the dog, the hen and the goat’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 198]
(5) 7éluma, 76té le 76 t¢ wolo-ngée 76
Eluma them-with child the with wife his the
’Eluma, the children and his wives’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 198]

There are other conjunctions in Ngbaka - s0” ’but’, mé ’but’, no” ’and’, 7¢ ’and’, be
"and’.
(6) mo" del¢ d6"kpé® dipa s6" mo™ dele  wa-zaziuko ké
you trample path  excrements coNJ you trample the-good not
‘take the path of garbage but avoid the right path’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 261]
(7) 7éha 7¢ ‘b6 so™ 7é 7eme té  yéé dé
he takes put there cony he enough with him not
"He tried it, but it did not fit him anymore.” [Thomas, 1963, p. 261]
(8) 74 nzakanisd" 74 naa de
it-is grass  CONJ it-is tree not
It is a grass and not a tree’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 261]
(9) 76 zulu ndi, mapa ku-kal¢ ia 7¢c-ti d6"kpé” s6™ 7¢é zalu kca
we burn bushI PAsT chain my left path  conjhe burn not

"We burned the bush and I had lost my chain on the way, but it did not burn’
[Thomas, 1963, p. 261]

(10) 7é ho"0"ho"pa mg 7éga le

he is-eating a-lot cony he is-fat not

’He eats a lot, but he is not fat” [Thomas, 1963, p. 261]
(11) ma ko-1é mi s6°, no" 7é ha yéé pa-té nzia, 7&

?

I told you so, now he took it and brought it. [Thomas, 1963, p. 261]
(12) 7é mi-bee si-bé no" bale ha yéé 'bo gbo

she almost-sung dance-song conj river take her swallow her there

completely

"She was going to sing, but the river seized her and engulfed her. [Thomas,
1963, p. 262]



(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

17)

(18)

(19)

7é ho" kda hé™ ndékéné 7&é ha duda ’bole ké"e" 76
he eats only food a-little conj-he give the-rest to child his the
"He deprives himself to feed his children.” [Thomas, 1963, p. 262]
7¢ 7a-né" bélé ndé"-molo s¢ 78 zabolo ho" kckéndé gbo
he asp-go forest go-kill — animals cony demons eat the-heart all

"He went to the forest to kill animals, but the demons still ate the heart’
[Thomas, 1963, p. 262]

ngbdongo so da"nga 706™no" 7&¢ da-so

hawk  takes-a-handful mucilage pours conj-he re-takes-a-handful
da"nga 70"no"

mucilage pours

"The hawk catches the mucilage and pours it, then starts again.” [Thomas, 1963,
p- 262]

7é ’bo 76 kile mo-té pég kébé ke 7gé ng-kpi
she (said)-that we open door behind-her quick not conj-she will-die

’She recommended to not open the door immediately after her departure be-
cause she would die’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 262]

kpa"a" ’bata bu ’béé gc

days three first conj-he departs

"There are still three days before his departure’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 262]
76 ménéyaa 1¢ ’bu 'be 76 gc

they did things this first cony they depart

"They did that, and then they left’ [Thomas, 1963, p. 262]

wa-wolosé ha  ye 72’bo, 7¢ 'bée  pé nda’bo  7é do 'bd
the-woman took medicine this put to-him on bed so-that he sits there
‘beé  kpi

and-he die

"The woman took the poison and put it on his bed so that he could sit on it and
die [Thomas, 1963, p. 262]

5 Disjunction

Disjunction is marked by 7i "or’.

(20)

74 ki la-wo7a 74 ki la-wodé mahi® de
it-is true word coNj it-is true word notI know not

’Is it possible or is not, I don’t know” [Thomas, 1963, p. 261]

6 Prepositions

1. té with’
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