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1 Language Information

« Source: Dimmendaal (1982)

+ Glottlog: http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/turk1308
« ISO-identifier: tuv

« Speakers:

« Location: Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Uganda

« Geneology: Nilotic > Eastern Nilotic > Teso-Lotuxo-Maa > Teso-Turkana >
Turkanic > Turkana

2 Nominal Morphology

The common nouns have different form for singular and plural. The mass nouns are
either inherently singular or plural

3 Verbal Morphology

Subject agreement is marked on the verb by prefixes. There are different form for
singular and plural.

4 Conjunction

The copula ka’ can be used to coordinate clauses. The copula ta’ conjoins non-verbal
clauses. The copula na-kd-nend means "but’.
(1) k-a-pak-ar-it a-yon‘ a-kowu, ka  k-a-to-ryeb-i  a-kdokr.
t-me-ache-1TIVE-Asp me  head  and t-me-ache-Asp stomach

‘T have a headache and a stomach-ache’ [Dimmendaal, 1982, p. 411]


http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/turk1308

(2) ¢-a-ra1 ni-konj, ta  &-a-ra-1’ ni-kan°.
3-PAST-be-AsP yours  and 3-PAST-be-AsP mine

It was yours and it was mine. [Dimmendaal, 1982, p. 411]

(3) a-kird-it nabo’ a-ce® e-a-ra-1° pa-deké-si-ney, ta® nabo‘ a-ki-sak’ gi-na’
matter again other 3-PAsT-be diseases and again need  grass
les-a-jok-a-k, ka® a-ki-reb‘ a-kwap‘ na-kitéty.
good and search land  new
’Another matter was diseases, and (again) the need for good grass, and the
search for new land’ [Dimmendaal, 1982, p. 411]

(4) pa-kirya‘ka' e-car' ta‘ e-tadba
flour and tea and tobacco
"flour and tea and tobacco’ [Dimmendaal, 1982, p. 411]

(5) nr-de’ ka‘ pa-kimak® ta’ nr-kasukowu ka® pi-tspa‘ ls-ce® daan:
children and old.women and old.men and people other all

"children and old women and old men and all other people’ [Dimmendaal, 1982,
p. 411]

(6) k-a-to-limw-o-ki a-yon' atamary to-bok® a-ki-pan’,
t-me-tell-EPIPATETIC.vOWEL-DAT me  that  1mp-dig hole
na-ka-neni a-to-bok-it-é a-ydny e-k-mjarenj.
but I-dig-asp-sG 1 already
"He told me to dig a hole, but I had already done so.” [Dimmendaal, 1982, p. 412]

(7) k-a-igit’ pesi a-yon‘ a-bardsa, na-ka-neni a-to-me-ar-it-& a-ydy
t-me-ask he me letter but I-sent-ITIVE-ASP-SG I
e-k-marenj.
already
‘He asked me for the letter, but I had already sent it’ [Dimmendaal, 1982,
p- 412]

5 Disjunction

The copula (k)ori’ marks disjunction.
(8) e-kone, ori e-paac’
friend or close.friend
’a friend or a close friend’ [Dimmendaal, 1982, p. 412]
(9) &-sak-if pr-na‘, ori' ni-e-ye-i a-ki-por?
3-want-asp grass or where-3-be-Asp crossing.place

’Is he looking for grass, or a crossing place (in the river)?’ [Dimmendaal, 1982,
p. 412]



(10) i-ped-or-i i-yon a-k-iboy-i-kinj ori’ mamgs?
you-pierce-ITIVE-ASP you to-stay-EPIPATETIC.VOWEL-DAT or not

’Are you able to sit down, or not?’ [Dimmendaal, 1982, p. 412]

6 Prepositions

1. kwap’ ’down, underneath’
2. kidyama ’above’

3. diyéte ‘near’

4. tooma’inside’

5. kina‘’outside’

6. a/ka’with’ (instr.)

7. ka’ with’ (comit.)

8. narenj’in front of’

9. kidin‘’in the middle of’

References

Dimmendaal, Gerrit J. (1982). The Turkana Language. Leiden: PhD Thesis.



	Language Information
	Nominal Morphology
	Verbal Morphology
	Conjunction
	Disjunction
	Prepositions

