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1 Language Information

Source: Rowlands (1969)

Glottlog: http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/yoru1245
ISO-identifier: yor

Speakers:

Location: Benin, Nigeria

Geneology: Atlantic-Congo > Volta-Congo > Bentue-Congo > Defoid > Yoruboid
> Edekiri > Ede > Eastern Ede > Southeastern Ede > Nuclear Yoruba > Lucimi-
Yoruba > Yoruba

2 Nominal Morphology

Plurality on the noun is not marked. If it has to be expressed, the pronoun ’they’ is
used in front of the word.

3 Verbal Morphology

The verb does not agree with the subject.

4 Conjunction

The coordinating conjunction in Yoruba is dti ’and’. A doubled ti conjoins two nouns
of related meaning, it can coordinate clauses too. The auxiliary verb si is used to con-
nect sentences and translates as ‘'moreover, also, and’. There are other conjunctions
as well- subgon ’but’ and amo ’but’.

(1)

émi ati Kéhindé lo(o) ki i
?

’T and Kehinde went to greet him’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 201]


http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/yoru1245

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

ati émi ati Kéhindé jo lo(o) ki i

?

‘Both I and Kehinde together went to greet him.” [Rowlands, 1969, p. 201]
mwoén se wa [’aléjo b’6 ti to ati b’6 ti ye

?

"They entertained us as is right and (as is) proper’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 201]
mwon fé mo b’6 ti ga ati b’6 ti gun t6

?

"They want to know how tall and how long it is” [Rowlands, 1969, p. 201]

mo ra epo, eran, ata ati alubosa
2

’I bought palm-oil, meat, pepper and onions.” [Rowlands, 1969, p. 201]
6 wipé oun ko le wa ati pé oun ’fé(é) ba mi soro
?

"He said that he could not come and that he wanted to talk with me. [Row-
lands, 1969, p. 201]

tegbontaburo
2

’both elder and younger brother’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]

tokotaya
?

’husband and wife’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]
tosantoru

?

‘night and day’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]
tégbontaburo 1’6 dé

2

‘Both elder and younger brother came’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]

nwon jé tokotaya

?

"They are husband and wife’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]
a sisé tosantoru

?

"We worked night and day’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]
éminimoriitimosipaa

?

It was I who saw it and (also) killed it” [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]



(14)

(15)

(16)

17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

epo ni mo nra ti mo tun nta
2

It is palm-oil that I buy and in turn sell” [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]

bi mo ba riiti mo sir’aye ba a soro

?

If I see him and have a chance to talk with him. [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]

bi nwoén ti dé’bé ti nwon si woye pé...

?

..., as they arrived there and realized that ... [Rowlands, 1969, p. 202]

agbado tutu t’6 ti se t°6 si gbona yaya

?

"Fresh corn which she had cooked and which was piping hot” [Rowlands, 1969,
p. 203]

ko dadu pupd, ko si pupa pipod

?

’She was not very dark and she was not very light. [Rowlands, 1969, p. 203]
6 ma mi I’ara da, émi ki yi6 si gbagbé

?

"He caused me to get better, and I shall not forget. [Rowlands, 1969, p. 203]

6 dalé miI’6ri 6 si ba agbada 0ga mi jé basabasa

?

It spilled over me and also spoiled my master’s gown all over. [Rowlands,
1969, p. 203]

bi asd ba si ti beresi(i) sa, yid pa 4 ti

?

’And when a gown began to lose color, he would put it aside’ [Rowlands, 1969,
p. 203]

nigbati mo si ri i pé gbogbo won’lo siwaji, mo ba esé¢ mi soro

?

’And when I saw that they had all gone ahead, I took to my heels’ [Rowlands,
1969, p. 203]

ki isi ise bée moé

?

’And he does not act so any more. [Rowlands, 1969, p. 203]

nigbati mo ba sinka a...

?

’And whenever I read it..” [Rowlands, 1969, p. 203]



(25) 6 nise asoji onisOwo bééni ko mowé
2

"He is a trader’s representative but (surprisingly enough) he is illiterate” [Row-
lands, 1969, p. 204]

5 Disjunction
Disjunction is marked by abi/tabi *or’.

(26) lo(o) ba mi ra ogéde tabi ope-oyinbo wa kiakia
?

’Go and quickly buy for me bananas or pineapples. [Rowlands, 1969, p. 204]

(27) kin seé éniabi kin din i ni?
?
’Am I to stew it or fry it?’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 204]

(28) b’ o £é(é) lo mo?
?

’Or don’t you want to go any more?’ [Rowlands, 1969, p. 204]

6 Prepositions
1. ni’at, on, in’
2. bi’like, as’
3. lori’on’
4. sori ’onto’
5. ninu’in’

6. si ’to, towards’
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